Connect with Others: Career Talk

Grade Levels 
· Grade 8
· Grade 9/10
· Grade 11/12

Prerequisite
Completion of the Know Yourself Learning Center

Timing
55 minutes

Objectives
Students identify the challenges of having a talk about careers with an adult.  They also learn strategies they can use in having these talks.

Standards
Writing styles are not mutually exclusive. In other words, an informative or opinion piece may have narrative elements within it to make the story more interesting or relatable to readers. As students move through their education and begin to focus more on informative and argument writing, they should be able to incorporate some of their storytelling abilities. An informative paper full of lists of facts and statistics is much more engaging when the writer is able to relate that information in a narrative way.

	Grade 8
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3:
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

	Grade 9/10
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3:
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

	Grade 11/12
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3:
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.



Background
A Career Talk is a general conversation, primarily with a parent/guardian (or other appropriate adult) about careers. It is an opportunity for an adult and a student to share what they know about multiple careers or one in particular. This is an opportunity for a student to share what they are learning about themselves and some options they are considering. Career Talks are also designed to excite and motivate young people about the career options and opportunities available to them.
 



Materials
· Career Catalyst URL: www.green360careercatalyst.net
· Internet access and laptop or computer for each student
· Login credentials (student email and password) to access Career Catalyst
· Career Talk Guide
· Student Handout — Connect with Others: Career Talk
· Printer access for each student

Essential Question
How do I communicate my career interests and goals?  

Anticipatory Set | 20 minutes
Educator dialogue: “Today we are going to learn what a Career Talk is, why it is important, how to choose an adult for your Career Talk and how to prepare yourselves for the Career Talk.” 

Jigsaw Activity
Create cards with either the question (in bold) or the answer (to the question). Give each student a card. Make sure you have as many questions as you have answers. Once students have their card, have them search among their classmates to match the question and answers. The goal is for a student to first find their match and then at the end form a team (of two — one person for the question and one for the answer — for all five questions) and share all of the questions/answers with each other.
1. What is a Career Talk? An informal discussion with an adult, like a family member or other adult, that helps you acquire the guidance needed to achieve a goal.
2. Why is a Career Talk important? A Career Talk helps you identify people who can support you. It is an opportunity for you to practice talking about yourself to an adult, learn more about how to decide your career direction and how your interests, strengths, and skills relate to career direction. Your Career Talk will put YOU in the driver’s seat in deciding your next steps to achieving your career goal.
3. How do I choose an adult for my Career Talk? It takes thought and planning to choose an adult for a Career Talk. It is important to know and trust the person you choose. There are a number of potential adults with whom you could have a potential Career Talk.
4. How do I prepare myself for a Career Talk? Being prepared for your Career Talk can make or break your talk. You can start with your Changemaker Statement. It will help you communicate your career interests and goals. Also, having a list of questions to ask your adult is necessary before you begin your talk.






Instructions | 30 minutes
1. Have students create a list of two to six (depending on grade level) potential adults with whom they could have a Career Talk. List these categories on the board to give them ideas of adults who could help them.
· Relative (parent/aunt/uncle/grandparent)
· Teacher/counselor/school officer
· Coach or club advisor
· Church (religious leader/mentor/other adult)
· Community member (mentor/volunteer partner/neighbor)
· Work (manager/business owner/business partner/internship director)
2. Once students have their list of potential adults, have them write some fears or concerns they have about their Career Talk on the student handout.
3. Group the students based on the “type of adult” with whom they think they might want to have a Career Talk. For example, if it is someone at school, group those students; if it is a family member, group those students; if it is a community member, group those students together.
5. In the small groups, direct the students to take turns to share a fear or concern. Then ask the whole group to come up with a solution to face that fear or concern. Have students write these ideas on their student handout.
6. Have students download and complete the Career Talk Guide.
7. Remind students to complete their Journal Reflection in Career Talk in the Career Catalyst.

Review and Closure | 5 minutes
Educator dialogue: “It takes maturity to figure out what you want to get out of a conversation. You can tell the adult why you want to have a talk in a way that communicates what you need. The more you do something, the easier it gets. Talking to the adults in your life about everyday stuff builds a bond that can smooth the way for when you need to discuss something more serious.”

Independent Practice
Conduct the Career Talk

Next Step
Connect with Others: Network Map
1

Student Handout
Connect with Others: Career Talk

Name: _____________________________________________________________________  Date: _________________

Pick either a question or answer card. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have an answer card, find the classmate who has the corresponding question. If you have a question card, find the classmate who has the answer to your question. There are 5 questions and 5 answers.

My Card is: ______ QUESTION       ______ ANSWER
It says:


Ask for the Career Talk: 
Career Talks help you in many ways, like helping you identify people who can support you. Enter your six potential adults with whom to have a Career Talk.
	Name
	When will I see this person next?

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	

	5.
	

	6.
	



What are some fears or concerns that I have about talking to an adult?
1.

2.

3.

What are some potential ways I can face that fear or concern?
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