Know Yourself: Make A Statement

Grade Levels 
· Grade 8
· Grade 9/10
· Grade 11/12

Prerequisite
Completion of Know Yourself: Interest Profiler/Results, Interest Sentences, Connect to Your World, Career Profiles

Timing
50 minutes

Objectives
Students will use their responses to the Interest Profiler to create a personal Changemaker Statement that best captures their interests, strengths, goals, and selected Environmental Challenge(s).
Standards
As students advance through the grades and master the standards in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language, they are able to exhibit with increasing fullness and regularity these capacities of the career-literate individual. Students demonstrate independence through completing the Career Catalyst Changemaker Statement. More broadly, they become self-directed learners, effectively seeking out and using resources to assist them, including teachers, peers, and print and digital reference materials.

	Grade 8
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.1
Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

	Grade 9/10
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

	Grade 11/12
	CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.1: 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.



Background
Educator dialogue: “How many times have you been asked, ‘Tell me about yourself,’ and you wished you had a response you were proud of? This activity offers you a chance to communicate who YOU are and describe your interests and future career goals.” Students’ powerful, living Changemaker Statement will contribute to their success when applying and interviewing for internships, college, apprenticeships, and summer jobs.
 
Materials
· Career Catalyst URL: www.green360careercatalyst.net
· Laptop or computer, including Internet access, for each student
· Login credentials (student email and password) to access Career Catalyst
· Projector/computer
· Internet connection to YouTube
· Make a World of Difference (4 min)
· Student Handout — Know Yourself:  Make a Statement

Essential Question
How do I communicate who I am?

Anticipatory Set | 10 minutes
Have students answer the question “How do I communicate who I am?” on the student handout. Possible answers can include: writing about themselves, making a video, creating a photo collage, using social media, and more. Have students share some of their answers and then introduce the idea of a Changemaker Statement.

Educator dialogue: “Writing a Changemaker Statement helps you answer the question “Tell me about yourself?” It helps describe who you are: your interests, strengths, goals (possible careers), and selected Environmental Challenges. A Changemaker is someone who wants to make change in the world. Many Changemakers choose careers that contribute solutions that make a positive difference.” 

The educator can then provide an example of their Changemaker Statement by reviewing their Interest Results and show the connections between the Interest Results and Changemaker Statement as provided in this example:
 
	Interest Results
	I am
	I can
	I like
	My hobbies

	Enterprising
	Assertive
	Organize Activities
	To make decisions
	Attend conferences

	Realistic
	Nature lover
	Plant a garden
	To work outdoors
	Growing plants

	Artistic
	Creative
	Design fashions
	To work on crafts
	Sewing



Changemaker Statement: “I’ll use my creativity and desire to work outdoors to talk to my neighbors and start a community garden in my neighborhood. OR “I will be assertive and organize my friends to start an eco-club at my school.”

Instruction | 25 minutes
1. Reintroduce the concept of making a difference in the world (Changemakers). Show the Make A World of Difference video. Have students review their Interest Results and Interest Sentences in their Portfolio. On the student handout, have students respond to the following question: How can I use my interests to make a difference in my family, neighborhood, community, or school?
2. Direct students to login to the Career Catalyst and click “Make a Statement” at the top. They will create their Changemaker Statement using a template. The Changemaker Statement should start with “I am…”  and focus on their interests and what careers they would like to explore or prepare for. Students will use their top three interest types on the Interest Results page to complete the Changemaker template. Remind students that they can click the “+” for each interest type to see the details that can provide the words necessary to describe themselves and complete the template. This also gives students an opportunity to re-evaluate their “I am”, “I can”, and “I like” statements.
Encourage students to publish (click option below changemaker window) their statement to the Changemaker Wall. Students must click “Save Changemaker Statement” to save it in their Portfolio.
3. Have students copy their Changemaker Statement on their student handout.
4. Remind students to complete their Journal Reflection in Make a Statement in the Career Catalyst.

Review and Closure | 15 minutes
Create your own Changemaker Wall in your classroom. Ask for student volunteers to stand up and read their Changemaker Statement. Ask the class how today’s essential question “How do I communicate who I am?” helped them think and write their Changemaker Statement.

Next Step
Connect with Others: Career Talk
1

Student Handout
Know Yourself: Make a Statement

Name: _____________________________________________________________________  Date: _________________

How do I communicate who I am?
	Type here…



How can I use my interests to make a different in my family, neighborhood, community, or school?
	Type here…



Cut here and place on the Changemaker Wall in our Classroom
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

My Changemaker Statement
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________
	Type here…
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